Civil Society Letter to the European People’s Party

Dear party leaders,

The EU would not exist today without the contribution of Christian democracy. The party
family you represent today was one of the main pillars of peace, democracy and
development on the continent.

As you are meeting in Bucharest for the European People's Party Congress and preparing
the campaign for the next European Parliament, we are extremely worried that hate,
extremism and exclusion will move from the fringes of our democratic system toward the
mainstream. As organizations working daily to protect democracy and fundamental rights, to
fight discrimination and exclusion, we are worried that our efforts will not suffice.

Parties, organizations, leaders, and media platforms are today mobilizing to win elections
and mandates based on hate and discrimination. They are, unfortunately, reviving a political
tradition that brought immense destruction and pain in the interwar period. Now and then, we
must name them and treat them as such - adversaries of democracy and human dignity.

We hope you honor the heritage of Christian democracy and the historical commitment to
building a united Europe. We hope you trust your values and steer firmly through this
period's political turbulence. To this end, we strongly encourage you to reject any alliance
and association with the extreme and far-right parties at local, regional, national and
European levels. Please do not make these parties more relevant and influential. We will all
pay a high price for this influence. Equally important, please refrain from imitating their ideas,
messages and policies. Again, it will make them stronger. Your party family already has in its
history credible and clear alternatives, and other democratic party families as well. But you
are the largest party family in Europe, and this position comes with great responsibility.

We remind you that the Russian war on Ukraine is also a war on our democracies, values,
rights and lifestyle. Giving in to exclusion, fear, and hate will weaken us to the point of
European disintegration and democratic decay. We trust you will commit to a different path in
the Bucharest Congress and the coming electoral year.

05.03.2024

Contact persons:

Florina Presada, ACCEPT Association, Executive Director

florina@acceptromania.ro, 0040 722 383 290

Florin Buhuceanu, ECPI - Euroregional Center for Public Initiatives, Executive President
florinbuhuceanu@yahoo.com, 0040 728 530 729
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The signatories are:

European Organizations and Groups:

European Civic Forum (Pan-European network of more than 100 associations and NGOs
across 29 European countries)

ILGA-Europe (International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association -
Europe)

International Planned Parenthood Federation - European Network

European Forum of LGBTI+ Christian Groups

Romanian organizations:

FDSC - Civil Society Development Foundation
ACCEPT Association

ECPI - Euroregional Center for Public Initiatives
FILIA Centre

SECS - The Society for Education on Contraception and Sexuality
ActiveWatch Association

Ark Oradea Association

SEXUL vs BARZA Association

Mame pentru Mame Association

Funky Citizens

ARAS - Romanian Association Against AIDS

Sens Pozitiv Association

Romanian National Council for Refugees

CPE - Center for Partnership and Equality

ACTEDO - Equality and Human Rights Action Centre
Identity.Education Association

[H] Brasov Association

TransCore Association

A.R.T. Fusion Association

Centre for Legal Resources (CLR)

Incluziune pe Bune Association

CADO - Advocacy and Human Rights Center
CIVICA Association

MozaiQ LGBT Association

C.A.R.E. - Active Citizens for Ethical Relationships Association
Youth for Youth Association

Impreuna Agency Foundation

Resource Center for Public Participation, CeRe



Scrisoare a societatii civile adresata Partidului Popular European

Dragi lideri de partid,

UE nu ar exista astazi fara contributia democratiei crestine. Familia de partide pe care o
reprezentati astazi a fost unul dintre principalii piloni ai pacii, democratiei si dezvoltarii pe
continent.

in timp ce va intalniti la Bucuresti pentru Congresul Partidului Popular European si pregatiti
campania pentru viitorul Parlament European, suntem extrem de ingrijorati de faptul ca ura,
extremismul si excluderea se vor muta de la marginile sistemului nostru democratic spre
centrul acestuia. In calitate de organizatii care lucreaza zilnic pentru a proteja democratia i
drepturile fundamentale, care lupta impotriva discriminarii si excluziunii, suntem ingrijorati ca
eforturile noastre nu vor fi suficiente.

Partide, organizatii, lideri si platforme media se mobilizeaza astazi pentru a castiga alegeri si
mandate pe baza urii si discriminarii. Din pacate, ei reinvie o traditie politica care a adus
distrugeri imense si durere in perioada interbelica. Atunci si acum, trebuie sa-i numim si sa-i
tratam ca atare - adversari ai democratiei si ai demnitatii umane.

Speram ca onorati mostenirea democratiei crestine si angajamentul istoric de a construi o
Europa unita. Speram ca aveti incredere in propriile valori si ca veti traversa cu fermitate
turbulentele politice din aceasta perioada. In acest scop, v& incurajam cu tarie s respingeti
orice alianta si asociere cu partidele de extrema si de extrema dreapta la nivel local,
regional, national si european. Va rugdm sa nu faceti aceste partide mai relevante si mai
influente. Cu totii vom plati un pret mare pentru aceasta influenta. La fel de important, va
rugam sa va abtineti de la a le imita ideile, mesajele si politicile. Din nou, 1i va face mai
puternici. Familia Dvs. politica are deja in istoria sa alternative credibile si clare, la fel ca alte
familii de partide democratice. Dar sunteti cea mai mare familie de partide din Europa, iar
aceasta pozitie vine cu o mare responsabilitate.

Va reamintim ca razboiul Rusiei impotriva Ucrainei este si un razboi impotriva democratiilor,
valorilor, drepturilor si stilului nostru de viata. Cedarea in fata excluderii, fricii si urii ne va
slabi pana la punctul dezintegrarii europene si decaderii democratice. Avem incredere ca va
veti angaja pe o alta cale in Congresul de la Bucuresti si in anul electoral care vine.

05.03.2024
Persoane de contact:
Florina Presada, Directoare Executiva, Asociatia ACCEPT,

florina@acceptromania.ro, 0040 722 383 190

Florin Buhuceanu, Presedinte executiv, ECPI - Centrul Euroregional pentru Initiative Publice,
florinbuhuceanu@yahoo.com, 0040 728 530 729
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Semnatari:

ONG-uri si grupuri europene:

Forumul Civic European (Retea paneuropeana formata din 100 de asociatii si ONG-uri din
29 de tari europene)

ILGA - Europa (International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association -
Europe)

International Planned Parenthood Federation - European Network

European Forum of LGBTI+ Christian Groups

ONG-uri din Romania:

Fundatia pentru Dezvoltarea Societatii Civile - FDSC
Asociatia ACCEPT

Centrul Euroregional pentru Initiative Publice - ECPI
Centrul FILIA

Societatea de Educatie Contraceptiva si Sexuala - SECS
ActiveWatch

Asociatia Ark Oradea

Asociatia SEXUL vs BARZA

Asociatia Mame pentru Mame

Asociatia Funky Citizens

Asociatia Romana Anti-SIDA - ARAS

Asociatia Sens Pozitiv

Consiliul National Roman pentru Refugiati

Centrul de Actiune pentru Egalitate si Drepturile Omului - ACTEDO
Centrul pentru Parteneriat si Egalitate - CPE

Asociatia ldentity.Education

Asociatia [H] Brasov

Asociatia TransCore

Asociatia A.R.T. Fusion

Centrul de Resurse Juridice (CRJ)

Incluziune pe Bune

Centrul de Advocacy si Drepturile Omului - CADO
Asociatia CIVICA

Asociatia MozaiQ LGBT

Asociatia Cetateni Activi pentru Relatii Etice - C.A.R.E.
Asociatia Tineri pentru Tineri

Fundatia Agentia impreuna

CeRe: Centrul de Resurse pentru participare publica



